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IIleMIKUH CyA,

XXunu-6s1u B 0ZHOU JepeBHe ABa My>Xuka: Epéma na doma. Epéma — ronsiteba ronsiTs-
6o, HU rpoiua 3a Aymoi. A Poma 3aKUTOYHBIHN, ZeHeXKKa y Hero B KapMaHe BCeraa Bo-
Aunach. BoT mpullyia 3MMa cCUBOJIamas: 3aTPeLliaii MOPO3bl, 3aBbIOXKUIIO, CHET IIOBAIUI. Y
TeX, KTO JpOBaMU C OCE€HHU 3a11accs, B JoMax Temno. A Epéma IeXXKUT Ha HEeTOIIEHHOM I1e4H,
B KyJIaKU JiyeT 1a AYMAET:

— VX, kak xonofHo! Tak g 10 BeCHBI He NIPOTSAHY, IPUIETCS B JIeC 3a APOBAMHU €XaTh.

A Ha yém exatb-To? Jlomaau-To y Hero Het! IIpuinocs Epéme k Pome Ha TOKIOH UATHU.

— OZmomKH, — TOBOPUT, — COCEAYLIKA, KOObUIKY. Hamo6HO MHe B jiec 32 [pOBaAMU Che3-
IUTh, HE TO COBCEM 3aMEpP3HY!

Ay $ombl HacTpoeHUe Kak pa3 brarogyiIHoe H65L10.

— U3Bo7b, — OTBevaeT, — Oepu 11 moesxa.

[Tobnarogapun Epéma cocena, B3s1 KOOBLITY U TOBET €€ K cebe. IET f1a gymaer:

— DX, KaKoH e g pactanal Jlomaap-To g BRIIPOCUI, a IPpo XoMyT 3a6b11! Kak ke 5 eé
sanpsary? Konu eiié pas k Pome oy, paccepauTcs OH A JIOMIATKY OTOEpET. A eCiu y Ipy-
TUX COCeZlel IPOCUTH, CMESIThCS OYAyT, CKaXKyT: UTO 3 IIyIIel], IOIaAb OIPOCUI, & IIPO XO-
MyT 326b11! J[a K TOMY >Ke 4y>KOM XOMYT MOYKET COCeACKOMN KOOBbIIe U He ITOJOUTH.

Jlymas oH, IyMas U IpUAYyMaJl — FONb-TO Ha BRIAYMKU xuTpa! IIpuBs3an momajgb K CaHIM
33 XBOCT, [TIepeKpeCcTUICS Aa oexan B nec. Hapybun apos u oMot ornpasuicsa. CTaa BO
ZBOP 32€3)KaTh, a JOCKY, UTO LI[e/Ib MEXKIY 3eMIEN 1 BOPOTAMU IIPUKPHIBAET, BBIHYTh 3a0bL1.
Jlomanp TO IpOLINA, & CAHU YIEPAUCH U HU TYZAQ, HU CIofja. My>XUK KOOBUIKY IIOLHYKHYII,
OHa BIIePEZ pBaHyJa Jja HE CAI0)KUJIa — CaMa BO IBOPE OKa3ajach, a CAaHU Ha yIUle BMeCTe C
XBOCTOM Y OCTJIMCh.

Cuzut EpéMa, 3aTbuiok yemteT. Kaxk >xe Teneps ®ome Ha riasa nokasarses? UTo oH cKa-
»keT? Bpas coceq no1azs ¢ XBOCTOM, a OTHAET 6e3 xBocTa. Ho fenath Hevero: mobpén Epéma
Kk dome, moBén 3a cobot KoObIIKY becxBocTy0. Kak yBumen coces Takoi cpaM, 3akpudan
671arumM MaTOM — Tak FPOMKO, KaK TOJIbKO 6oraTble Ha OeIHbIX KpU4aTh yMeroT. Y EpéMbl ax
HOT'Y ITIOAKOCUJIMCH OT CTpaxa.

— Jla kak Tl cmen?! — Bepewut cocex. — Kak ep3nyn?! Kak Thl MO MOeH JIOLIAAYIIKe He-
HaIJISJHOU XBOCT BbIIepHYTh?!

Kunyncs Epéma dome B HOTrM, IIaYeT, YMOJSIET, TOBOPUT, YTO KOObIIA camMa cebe XBOCT
BBIIEPHYJIA, IPOCUT ITOOUTH ero Aa MpocTUTh. TOIBKO HeT pacTsiie oIl

— He 6yzy s Tebs Hu 6uTh, HU npoiaTts! OTBeny k cyabe Lllemsake! ITycTs OH HacC paccy-
zut. YTo Benut, TO U bymert!

YxBatun $oma cocezia 3a MIMBOPOT Jja MOTAILUI CyAUThCA. A Epéma esie Horu BOJOYHT,



CIIOTBIKAETCS, JYMY FOPBKYIO IyMAET:
— DX, U TaK )KHU3Hb He caxap, a ceryac emué CyAbs MpUKaKET MEHS 0 HUTKU 0606paTh.

YTo MHe TOTZa enaTh? Boobiue ¢ ronoxy nompy! Yem B TAKUX MyKaX XKHUTb, IyYLIe C MOCTA

BHU3 [OJI0OBOM cUraHyTh. [lepekpelilych fa OpoIych B Ipopydb, IOMUHAM TOrA, KaK 3Baiu!

TonpKO MOPaBHANINCH OHU C CEPEAUHOMN MOCTa, cTal Epéma cocena mpocuTs:

— Ilocroit, Poma! HUKTO He 3HAET, YeM CyZ 3aKOHUUTCSA. MOKET, YIIeKyT MeHS B TIOPb-
My, ¥ HEBEZLOMO, KOTZa i elll€ BOJIIO YBUIKY. Paspelin MHe XOTb Ha 11epKOBb B0XXbI0 Iepex-
pecTUThCS, €€ OTCI0/la XOPOILIO BUJATS!

Ormyctun 60rad 6efHIKa, TOT LIANKY CHSUL, Ha IIepuiia e€ MOI0XKUI 1a KaK MaxHET ¢ MOC-
Ta — TOJIbKO ero 1 Buzenu. [locmorpen doma BHU3, a EpéMa-To >xuB-xuBéxoHek! CTOuUT ce-
6e oz MOCTOM, ero 3a IIMBOPOT MY>KUK He3HAKOMBIM IEPXKUT, & PAZOM B TeJere KTO-TO Jie-
JKUT, He 11eBenuTcs. COerxxan 6oray ¢ MOCTa BHU3 U TOBOPUT HE3HAKOMILY:

— Mui yenoBeK, Kak 3BaTh Te6sa? UTO TyT BaC CIYYUIOCH?

— 30ByT MeHsI ApTaMOH, — OTBe4aeT MY>XUK. — Exas s ¢ 6aTbKON CBOUM K KyMY B TOCTH
HOBOTO ITMBa OTBeZATh. TONBKO MBI I10J, MOCT BbEeXaJIU, KaK CBEPXY 3TOT OKasIHHBIM CBAIUII-
cst. Yaz mpssmMo Ha OTILIa MOEro Jja OTIIPaBUII ero Ha TOoT cBeT. CTapuk, He6OCh, Jaxke mo-
>KaJIETh HE yCIIeJI, YTO Iepes CMEPTHIO IIMBA He IIOIUII.

— YT0 5Ke Thl Ie1aTh Terepb COOUPAEIIbCS?

— Jla oTBeZy 3TOro NIpBITyHa K cyAbe [lleMsake, IyCTh OH €My IIOKaXKeT, KaK C MOCTOB, He
IS BHU3, OpocaThes Aa JOOPBIX NTH0Zel JaBUTS!

— D-xe-xe! Tak Ham ¢ TO6OI 110 yTH!  Kak pas 9TOr0 HEMYTEBOIO K Cyibe BE 32 TO, YTO
OH MOE JIOIIaZu XBOCT OTOpBaJI. Teneps TUX0zAel HaM 3a BCE€ OTBETUT!

[ToBonoknu ®oma c ApramoHom Epémy nanbiie. JloOpanuch 10 MecTa U BUALT HA TOMe
foraTom orpoMHas HagIuCh: «JJom npasocyzaHoro cyabu lllemsku». BopoTa HacTeXxb pac-
IIAXHYTHI, 2 OT HUX JI0 CAMOT0 KPbUIbILIA [yOOBOTO IOPOXKKA OT CHEra , IeCOYKOM IPHUCHINIAHA,
4TOOBI TIOAIM YEOOHO OBUIO, HE CKOMB3UIH Aa He mafanu. [lepernaHyauch My>KUKU:

— A1, fa cygps llemaka! ¥ Hac faXke K CTapoCTe TaK 3aIIpoCTO He NMoNaAElb! A TyT aBo-
Ha KaK, BCIKOMY BXOZ OTKPBIT: U 6eJHOMY, U 6oratomy.

Tonpko roceTuTenu B BOpOTa BOMTU XOTENIHM, KAK UM 3€MCKUU SPBIKKA ITyTh IIpEerpajiuil.

— Crosats! — kpuuut. — CIepBa IpOYUTANTE, YTO Ha CTOIOE HAIMCAHO, & IOTOM YK UIU-
Te.

Cmotpsat doma ¢ ApTaMoHOM: 110 06e CTOPOHBI BOPOT BPBITHI /1B CTONI0A BHICOKUX, & Ha
HUX JIUCTHl IPUOUTHI C TAKUMU KPYITHBIMU OYKBaAMU, YTO Ja’Ke CIernon yBUAUT. [leperis-
HYJIUCh MY>KUKHU, IJIEYaMU [I0>KUMAIOT, a IIPOYECTb HE MOTYT. ['OBOPAT OHU TOIZA SIPBIXKKE:

— Pajipl 6B MbI IIPOYUTATS, 1A PAMOTE He OOyUeHBI.

— Hy, Tak ciymaiite, 4TO 1 BaM IpouTy: « HUKTO 13 5anobuukoB, K cyabe llleMske mpu-



XOJAIINX, HUKAKUX B3ITOK HUKOMY ZIaBaTh He JOJKEH. A eC/IU KTO-TO IIOMpoOyeT 3ampeT Ha-
PYLIUTD, TO IPEACTAHET IIepef CYAOM 10 OOBUHEHUIO B IIOAKYIIE».

— AX, KaKOU ke 4yeCTHBIY yenoBek cynbs [llemskal — 06pasoBanuch MOCETUTENH.

TONBKO XOTeNN Janblile IPOUTH, & 36 MCKUU APbIXKKA UX He IIYCKAET, pyKy IIPOTATUBAET
na Tpebyer:

— Hy, a Teneps faBariTe 110 aITHIHY 32 TpouTeHUe!

— Kak Tak — gaBaiiTe? Thl )ke HAM CaM IIPOYUTAI, YTOOBI B3ITOK He AaBanu! — yAUBUIUCH
doma c ApTaMOHOM.

— Jla pasBe X g B3ATKy mpoluy? 5 1o 3aKoHy Tpebyro! Bbl ke rpaMOThI He 3HaeTe?

— He 3HaemM...

— BoT v ratuTe 3a Moo yciyry!

— A ecnu O6bI MBI YUTATH yMENU?

— Torza BbI JOMKHBI ObIY OBl 3aMIATUTD 32 TO, YTO camu npouuTtanu! M Heuero cro-
puts! JlaBaiiTe JEeHbIY, a HE TO TaK JYOMHKOM IO BalllUM 16aM Che3Ky, 4TO 3a0yzeTe, Kak
Bac 30ByT! Jla e11é B TIOppbMax HaCHUIUTECH 32 OCAYILIAHUE Ja 32 CBOEBOJILCTBO!

JlenaTh Heuero: BEIHYIU IIPOCUTENU CBOX MOLLHBI, 3aIJIATHUIIU 110 JITHIHY.

— Tenepb CTymauTe K ZPyromy cTonoby!

Hogounu doma c ApTaMOHOM K IPYroMy cTon0y, a TaM BTOPOU SPBIXKKA CTOUT.

— 3HaeTe rpaMoOTy? — CTPOr'O Tak CIIpallilBaer.

— Hert, — B3LOXHY/IM IIOCETUTENIH.

— Torza caymaiite: « Kaxapiil >kamo0OIUK, TPUXOAIIINY K cyabe [[leMsake, UMeeT IIpaBo
OBITH JOTYIIIeH K HEMY B ITOJI0OXKEHHBIE Yachl. 1 HUKOMY He paspellaeTcs YUTU oTcioga 6e3
II0Zlau >KanoObl. B IpOTUBHOM Crydyae IOCETUTeNb OyieT MpHU3HAH BUHOBHBIM U MOUZET
IIOZ, CYZ».

— IloHsaTHO.

— A Temeps IIATUTE 10 AITHIHY 32 00BsIBNIeHUE. 1 He CMeliTe OTIIUpaThCs, MHaYe OyzeTe
06BUHEHBI B HEMTOCTyIIaHU !

[TepernsgHynuce Poma ¢ APTAaMOHOM, B3J,OXHY/IHM U €1LE I10 AITHIHY 3aIl/IaTUIIH.

— A TBI, My>KHYOK, IIOYEMY ZeHeT He aélllb? — CIIpallnBaeT Ipbl>kka y EpéMbI.

— Tak y MeHd HeT HUYero, — OTBevyaeT OefHIK.

— Torga He cMmen Torga K cyabe llleMsake UATH, KOJIU 32 IIPOYTEHUE IPUKA30B He IIJIa-
THUIIE!

— Jla 9 1 He xesaro K HeMy UATH! Bel MHe, TOCIIOAUH 3eMCKUM SPBIXKKA, 103 ThIIBHUK
OTBECHTE Za IPOrOHUTE OTCIOAA!

— Hy, 3a atum geno He craHet! IToAcTaBnsail 3aThLIOK!

Tyt ®oma c ApTaMOHOM UCIYTaINCh, YTO EpEMy 3a BOPOTa BBICTABST, CTaIU SIPBIKKE B HO-



I'M KJIQHATBCS:

— Jl106e3HbIi, MBI 9TOIO MY)KHKA K cyAbe [llemsake Befém! A eciu Thl ero MPOTOHMUIIID,
HaJ| KeM e CyJi BepIIUThCS OyneT?

— A MHe kakoe zieno? ITnaTyTe 3a OTBeTYMKaA, UHAYE 5 ero He IIpomyy!

CHOBa IIPOCUTENIM IIPUIIIOCH MOIIIHBI Pa3BA3bIBATH I I10 AITHIHY ¢ 6paTa 32 Epémy oT-
JaBaTh.

— Bcé Ha nuxozee HallleM BBIMECTUM, — AYMAIOT, — KOIZIa ¥ CYyZbH OKaXKeMCS.

A 6exHSIK TeM BpeMeHeM MO HS Y BOPOT KaMeHb yBECHUCTbIM, 3aBEPHYJI €0 B TPAMUILY U
3a mmasyxy cebe cyHyn. [logxBatunu ero $oma c ApTaMOHOM 3a IIMBOPOT Aa 10 JOPOXKKeE, IIeC-
KOM IIOCBIITIAHHOM, K KPBIIBLY OTIIPABUIUCE.

— CTOATH! — TyT >Ke 3aKpUYaIU Jpyrye IBa IPHKKU, KOTOPBIX C YAUIB U HE BUAHO ObI-
no. — Kyzna HanpaBnserecs?

— Tak k cyznbe Illemake! — 0OTBeUalOT My>KHKU.

— JlaBaiiTe 110 TPU alThIHA!

— Jla 3a 4TO xe?

— 3a BxoJ Ha cyzencKul 1eop!

[leperngaHynuce IpOCUTENN.

— Hy urto, ApramoH, OyzeM miaTuTh? — cnpainrbaet Poma. — Modker, Ha3ax BepHEMCS?

ApTaMOH TOTHKO OBLIO POT PACKPHLUI, a SPBIKKU CHOBA KPUYAT:

— Torza riaTuTe 10 1IeCTh aITHIHOB 32 BHIXOZA!

BoT momasnu My>KUKHU, TakK Momnanu... Hu Brnepén, Hu Hasax! lllary He cTynuTh, 4TOObI He
sarmnatuTh! OnuH Epéma He paccTparBaeTcs: leHer-To y Hero Bcé paBHo Het! YTo eMy caena-
10T? JlazyT B3allel 1a BBIFOHAT, enoB-To! OH K ThIYKaM Za MUHKaM IIPUBBIUYHBIN, e11é pa3ok
IIOTEPNUT, He cioMaeTcs. Bagoxuynu doma ¢ ApTaMOHOM, 3amiaTuiau 3a cebs Aa 3a Epémy
I10 TPU WITBIHA U IIOLLJIHU I10 JOPOIXKKE K KPBUIbLYY. A TaM y>K UX ITIaBHBIM APbI>KKa BCTpeyaer,
HUKTO Ja>Ke U HE 3aMeTUJI, OTKYZa OH B3SJICH.

— 3aT0, YTO IIANKY HE CHSIN, — KPUYUT, — IUIATUTE LITPad IO MATh AITHIHOB!

Ox, 6ena-6ena... Jopora-To K CyeiCKOMY KPbUIbIY YMCTOH Ja HIMPOKOM KKETCs, a KaK
CTYIMILb HA HEeé, IPbIXKKU CIOBHO MU3-I107, 3¢ MJIU IIOSBISLIOTCS Ja Y>KaMU BEPTKMMU B KapMa-
HBI JIe3YT.

— ITocnymiaii-ka, nobe3Hbii, — roBopuT PoMa r1aBHOMY SIpbDKKe. — YUTaIU MBI IPUKA3
Y BOpPOT, 4TOOBI HUKOMY B3SITOK He IaBaTh, MHAYe HAC B IIOAKyIe OOBUHAT!

— Jla pa3Be >k BBl B3ITKU KOMY-TO JJaBalu, KOro-HUOyAb nmoxkynanu? Hy-ka paccka-
spiBaiiTe! M Bam, U TOMy, KTO Opas, He I03[0pOBUTCS!

— 3amIaTUIN MBI 10 AJITHIHY Y IEPBOTO CTONOA.

— Tak TO 32 IpOYTEHUHU.



— A TIOTOM I10 JITBIHY y BTOPOT'O CTON0A.

— DT0 32 0OBABIEHYE.

— A el11é Mbl JaJIY [10 TPY ITHIHA, KO BO JBOP BOLLIJIU.

— DTO 3a BXOXKJIeHue.

— A ThI, 1100€3HBIM, 32 UTO leHer Tpebyenn?

— 3a TO, YTO BBl y KPbLIbL[A IATIKYU He CHANIHN!

— A ec1y ObI MBI CHSTIUA?

— Tak 3armaTuiau 66l 32 «30POBO >KUBEILIb».

— OTO Kak 9TO?

— JIBIK S IPUCTABJIEH TYT CTOATH J1a BCIKOMY, KTO K KPBUIbLY ITIOLOUAET, «3J0POBO KU-
BEILIb» TOBOPUTD. A 33 3TO HY>KHO 3aILIATUTD I10 IIATh AJITHIHOB.

— Ox, Oblya He Oblnal — 3aMIATUIN MY>KUKU, CKOJIBKO BEJIEHO, TIOAHAINUCH Ha KPBUIBLO
BBICOKOE /Ia K ZIBEPU 3aIepTOU MTOJOLLIH.

TONBKO CTYKHY/NIM pa3, KaK U3-3a JBEPU I'0OJI0C CUIIIBINA pa3facs:

— I'puBHal

CTyKHyIU el pas, U OIIATh TOT >Ke I'0JI0C:

— Ipyras!

CTYKHy/NU B TPETUU pa3, CHOBA 3TOT K€ ['0JIOC CUIIUT:

— Tpertbs!

— Oi1, AptamoH, — monBui Poma, — He Ha Halll I KapMaH 3TO HAaCUUTHIBAIOT?

— Ha Ba, Ha Bam! — npou3sHéc KTO-TO U3-3a ABEPU.

IToTOM OKOII€YKO MaJIeHbKOE€ OTBOPUJIOCH, & OTTYAQ KOCTNIIBASL PyKa, KPIOUKOM M30THY-
Tasi, IPOTSHYIACh.

— Hy-ka, moJI0)KUTe 110 TpU I'PUBHEI ¢ OpaTal — mpocunen HEBUAUMKA.

— Jla 32 4TO e, M1100e3HBIN? — YAUBUINCH IPOCUTENH.

— A 32 TO, UTO B [TOJIO>KEHHBIE Yachl IpUILIK. PazBe He ynTanu Npukas y Bxoga?d

— Apramon! - 3amenTtan doma. — A He MOUTHU IU HAM Ha3az?

He ycrien ApTaMOH HUYEro OTBETUTD, KaK U3-3a JIBEPY CHOBA I1OC/IBIIIAIOCE:

— 3a HampacHoe YenoOUThe MOM0XKUTE-Ka M0 1I1eCTh rpUBeH!

— OTBOpA BepU, TOTZa AeHbI'U NoNyyrib! — rooput Poma.

— Her, cniepBa 3amnature, TOrza orsopio!

[Tono>XUny My>KUKY I10 TPY IPUBHBI, a IBEPb HE OTKPBIBAETCH.

— Hy, uTo emié? — cipamuBaoT. — Thl leHbI'Y B3SI?

— Bagn! — oTBeyaeT HeBUAUMKA.

— Tak oTBOpsii!

— Iloropute, HaOOHO e111é ABIKY ZOMOXKUTD.



— Tak unu ga gokaansisa!

CHOBa pyKa IIPOTIrMBaeTCs, a ABEPb He OTKPBIBACTCS.

— Tl moYeMy ZOKIaAbIBATh He UIEIIDL?

— DKUe Bbl HEPa3yMHbI€, — CUIIUT HEBUAMMKA. — DTO HE S LOJDKEH LOJIOXKUTH, 3TO BbI 110
rpuBHe ¢ O6paTa ZOMKHBI I AbSKa T0M0XUTh! Toraa u oTKkpoio!

E1mé no rpuBHe erio B KOCTAABYIO pyKy. HakoHel], 1Bepb OTBapUIaCh. ['1414T mocetu-
TeNU, & TaM LeJbI{ pSA MOAbSUYUX O CAMOTIO CTOJA, 32 KOTOPBIM AbSIK CULUT, IPOTIHYIACh.
PacTepsanuce My>XUKU — He 3HAIOT, YTO UM JlaJIbliIe AenaTh. TyT nepBbli NOAbIYNN PYKY
KPIOUKOM IIPOTArMBaeT ¥ TOBOPUT:

— AJITBIH Ha OTOIIEHUE CyAecKo!

— ANTBIH Ha OyMary s >kano6si! — BTOPUT eMy BTOPOU U TOXKe PYKY TSHET.

A 32 HUM TpeTuM:

— AJITBIH 32 3aITUCh TPOCHOBI!

TyT v yeTBEpTHIN:

— ANTHIH 32 TIevaTs!

A TTIOTOM MATHIM, IECTOU, CeIbMOH... CIOBOM, ITOKA IOCETUTENU IO CTOJA AOIIIHU, B ye-
THIPHAALATh PYK 110 anThIHY yrnano. Kunynucs doma ¢ ApTaMOHOM IbSKY B HOTH, pyKHU cebe
3aJIaMbIBAIOT, BOIIAT:

— Cmunyiics, oren!

— 3ayeM NpULLIN? — CTPOTO CIIPAIIMBAET TOT.

— JKanosateca cynpe Lllemsxke.

— Ha o 3ampeTa Het. CripaBeAMBa 1M Ballla yanoba?

— Emé xak cripaBeinnBa, KopMmuen!

— A He Opast 11 KTO B3STOK C BaC, IOKA IO MEHS JOIILIN?

— Her, orery! JleHer MHOTO MBI 3aIUIATUIU, HO B3ITOK HUKTO He 6pai!

— D10 X0po1o! A uMeeTe 11 Bbl HUIMYHbBIE JOKA3aTeNIbCTBA B IIPABOTE CBOETO Aena?

[TepernaHynuch My>KUKY, IJIeYaMU [I0XKaJIX, FOJIOBAMU IIOMOTAIU.

— ¥V MeHS HUKaKUX JJ0Ka3aTeIbCTB HET, — FTOBOpUT doma.

— W y MeH4 0Ka3aTenbCTBa OTCYTCTBYIOT, — BTOPUT €My ApTaMOH.

Tyt EpéMa CMEKHYII U PeII B pa3rOBOP BMEILIATHCS:

— ¥V MeH4 0Ka3aTeNbCTBa HAINYHbBIE €CTh! — FTOBOPUT.

— A Hy-Ka [TOKa)XU, — TpeOyeT AbIK.

BriHyN OeHIK KaMeHb 13-3a [1a3yXu, B TPSIIUYKY 3aBEPHYTHIM, J1a TIOKa3al, He pa3Bo-
pauuBasd.

— JlagHO! — MONBUJI ABSK, BCTAI U3-32 CTOJIA U IIPOBOAMI IIOCETUTENEH B CYAEUCKYIO KOM-

HaTy.
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A taMm cyzps [lleMska Ha 6OTBIION CKaMbe 32 OTPOMHBIM CTOJIOM CHUAUT, CAM TOJICTBIMN, 10-
POZHBIH, TU1I0 KpacHOe, boposa MUpPOKas, HO3ApU pa3ayBaeT, OpoBsmu urpaet. C ogHOU
CTOpPOHBI Ha CTOJIe YepHUIBHHUIIA B IIOJITOPA BeApa CTOUT, a C IPYroM — lLiesiasl OxXallka I1epheB
nebenuHbIX neXXUT. Opobeny My>KHUKH, CTOST, B 3eMITI0 KJIAHAIOTCH.

— Cyzps llemska! — roBoput Absk. — BbioT Tebe 4esoM 1Ba IPOCUTENS HA OZHOTO OT-
BETYMKA.

— XM!— XMBIKHYJI CyZAbsl ¥ IOJHSI HOC KBEPXY.

— HuKaKyX HUIMYHBIX 0OKA3aTEeNIbCTB IIPOCUTENN HE UMEIOT.

— I'm! — mpobypuas Illemska u mornazua 60poay CBOIO TOICTON PYKOH.

— A OTBETYUK HaJIMYHbIE JOKa3aTeIbCTBA UMeET!

— O! — IpUYMOKHYII Cy/bsl, IOTAHYICS, OPIOXO BIIePEN BBIIIATUI, TOJIOBY 3aKUHYJI, HOTY
Ha HOTY CJI0XKMJI, IJIA3aMHU B IIOTOJIOK YCTaBUIICS. — OOBSIBIEHO JIU TOCETUTENSIM, YTO B3SITKU
He IPUHUMAIOTCA?

— ObBpsBEHO!

— Xopoiuo! Torga cyn mo dopme HaumHaetcs. XKanyiTech o mopsazakxy!

[ToBanuncs oma cysbe B HOTH, CTAI paCCKa3bIBaTh, KaK COCEJ y HEro OZ0JIXKUJI JIOLIaAb C
XBOCTOM, a BepHyJ 6e3 XBOCTa.

— Hy, 4T0, OTBeTYMK, CKaXkellb? — cripatinBaeT [llemska y Epémsl.

— 41 He BUHOBAT, YTO XBOCT y JIOIIaZy He KPEeIKo AeprKajuca! A XoMyT-TO MHe coceJ| He
nman!

— A yeM IOKaXXelIlb?

— A BoT atuM! — oTBeTHN EpéMa U IoKasas CyAbe KaMeHb, B TPSAIULY 3aBEPHYTHIM.

— XM, — mogyman rpo cebs Illemsaka, — cTo pybieii, HaBepHOe, IPUHEC.

[TokpsxTes, S3bIKOM IIOL0KAJ Y BCIYX BEPAUKT IIPOBO3IIACHIL:

— OtBeTyuk npas! IIoTOMy IOCTaHABIMBAIO OTAATh €My 6€CXBOCTYIO JIOIIAAb, U IIYCTh
Iep>KUT eé y cebs 10 TexX IOop, [T0Ka CHOBA XBOCT He OTPACTET. A eCIU OH XBOCTATYIO JIOLIa/ b
OTZIaBaTh OTKAXKETCS, TOTAA LO3BOJISETCS IIPOCUTEINIO IOBTOPHO >KaJ0BaThCS 3aKOHHBIM I10-
PSAAKOM.

Crout doma, r1azamu xja0naeT, IOHUMATh OTKA3bIBAETCS, & CyAbs IPOAOIKAET:

— JIpsak! BeiBeiu MpOCUTENSI U BO3BMU C HEro HaJyle)kalllylo paclucKy, NOLUUIMHY, IpU-
Ka3HbIN cOOp U mpouee, BCE Kak cienyeT 1o popme.

ITogxBaTui Absik oMy OAMBIILIKY U BbIBEJ B IIOABIYECKYIO.

— Hy, a uTo TbI ckaxkelb? — crpalnnBaert [IleMska y ApTaMoHa.

KuHnyincs My>XUK cyzibe B HOTH, CTQJI paCCKa3bIBaTh, KaK OHU C OTLIOM CTapbIM K KyMY €Xa-
nu, a Epéma c MocTa CIIpBIrHYI Ia CTApUKa HaCMepTh IIPUAABUIIL.

— U 4TO ThI Ha 3TO, OTBETUYUK, CKaXKellb?! — obparuics [IleMsaka k 6eZHIAKY.



— JIbIK 51 He BUHOBAT, YTO UM I10J] MOCTOM €XaTh B3ZyMaJIOCh, KOT/Ia S IPBIraTh cobpacs!
Het moeli BUHBI U B TOM, UTO CTApUK He YBEPHYJICS, KOrZa s Ha Hero ynan!

— A 4eM oK Kellb?

— A BoT 3TUM! — oTBeTUs EpéMa 1 mokasai cyzpe BCE TOT >Ke KaMeHb, B TPSIUILY 3aBEPHY-
TBIN.

— XM, — nogyMmai nipo cebs Illemska, — HaBepHOe, elllé CTO pybell Y Hero ecTb.

[Tocomen, 106 TOMOPIIUI U BCIYX BEPAUKT IPOBO3IIACHII:

— OtBeTyuk npas! IIoToMy BOT MOE ITOCTaHOBJIEHME: Thl, IPOCUTEND, IOAU A BCTAaHb HA
TO CAaMO€ MeCTO, I'Zie 3TOT HEeroAsS! CTOSJ, a OTBETUYMKA [I0OCTaBb HA TO MECTO, I'Zle CTApUK
€XaJl, [IOTOM CIIPBITHH Ha HEro C MOCTa U 33ZlaBU TOYHO TaK K€, KaK OH TBOEr'o OTLA 3aZaBUIl.
A ecnu 1o cMepTH He NPUABUILD, TOTAA ZO3BOJIETCS Tebe MOBTOPHO YKAJIOBAThCS 3aKOH-
HBIM IIOPSAJIKOM.

Crout ApTaMoOH, I'71a3aMU XJIOIIAET, IOHMUMAaTh OTKa3bIBAETCS, & CYAbS YK IbSKa [103BA U
K HeMy obpalijaeTcs:

—BrIBeu npocuTesns U BO3bMU C HETO HaJIEXKAIYI0 PACIIUCKY, IOLUUINHY, IPUKA3HBIN
cbop u mpouee, BCE KaK cefyeT 1o popMme.

[TopxBaTui AbIK ApTaMOHA IIOAMBILIKY U BBIBEJI B IIOAbSYECKYI0. OCTAINUCh B CYAEUCKOU
xoMHare [Ilemsaka ga Epéma.

— Hy uTo, — cripalliiBaeT CyZAbsl, — ZOBOJIEH 1Y Thl MOUM BEPAUKTOM?

— JloBoneH!— oTBevyaeT GeIHAK.

— Tak mozaBaii >xe HUIMYHbBIE J0Ka3aTeIbCTBa TOr0, YTO ZOBOJEH!

— Hy, 3a aTuM eso He cTaHeT!

Boitamun Epéma 13-3a asyxu TpANnuLy, pa3Ba3al U NpoTaHyl [IleMsake KaMeHb.

— Kak? — BOCKIUKHY cyabst. — CTano ObITh, TH He COOUPATICS MHE 32 KOK/0€ pelieHue
II0 CTO py0JIel ZaBaTh, 2 BMECTO JleHeT KaMeHb, B TPSAIIUYKY 3aBEPHYTHIHN, IIOKA3bIBA? 3a4eM
>Ke Thl 3TO Jiesian?

— A BOT 3aueM: ecsiu Obl TBOU BEPAUKT MHE He IIOHPABUIICS, s Obl 3TUM KaMHEM IIPSIMO B
106 Tebe u 3amycrtu!

[Tocmotpen IlleMsika Ha KaMeHb, ITIEPEKPECTUIICS U TOBOPUT:

— Jla-a-a-a... YBecUCTbIH Thl kamelllek BbiOpain! CiaBa Bory, 4To 5 peliieHue B TBOO I10JIb-
3y BbiHec! Eciiyt Ob1 3aITyCTUI ThI MHE B 100 3TUM KaMHeM, HaBepHOE, BPSAZ U ObI 1 BLDKUIL...
A Ha yéM >ke Thl OCHOBBIBAICS, COOUPASICh TAKUM 00pa30M OIIPABAATHCS?

— Jla Ha u3BecTHOM norosopke! — orBevyaeT Epéma.

— DTO KaKOU TakOM IIOTOBOpKe?

— CeMb beg; — onuH oTBeT!

— Jla, IOroBOpKa BEPHA...
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B310XHY CyAbs Y IpUKa3al AbSKy OTBETUMKA B3alllel BBITOJKATh Aa HE IPUHUMATh
BIIpe/lb HAJTMYHBIX 0Ka3aTeIbCTB 0e3 HaIeXKallero npeiBapuTeaIbHOro UX OCMOTpa. A ec-
nu KTO-HUOYAB C OKa3aTeNbCTBAMU, TAKUMU KaK y Epémsl, mpugért, Toro He nyckats! I[To-
TOMY YTO... IOTOMY 4TO... B 0611em, Besnen IlleMsaka AbSKY Jajbllle CAMOMY JOAYMATh, I10-
yeMy IIyCKaTh HelIb3s, Y II0Z 3aKOHHOE OCHOBAHHUE TO IIPABUJIO [TI0ABECTHU.

BriTONKaNMM 6egHAKA U3 CYyAEMCKOM, a y BOPOT YK ero PomMa ¢ ApTaMOHOM ZOXKHUAAIOTCS.

— DX, KaJb XBOCTA, [Ia BCE-TAKU JIOLIAb U 6e3 XBoCTa ZeHer cTouT. Epéma, uem 6path y
MeHS KoObLy 6eCXBOCTYIO, Iydlile KOPOBY BO3bMU JoiHy0! — roBoput doma.

— OX, >KaJIb OTLIA, J1a BCE-TaKU COOCTBEHHAs OJI0BA e1[é Ha YTO-HUOYb Ja TPUTOLUTCS.
Epéma, ueM MHe C MOCTa IIPhITaTh, Iy4ille s Tebe XaTy TEMNYIO MOAAPI0, BlaZel Ha 310pOBbe!
— MOJIBUT ApTaMOH.

— Iloxkanyii! laBHo 65l Tak! [IpaBo, Xymo¥ Mup nydiiie 1o6poii ccopsl! — cormacuncs ben-
HSIK.

XoTs kaKou OH Terneps OeHAK? V XaTa y HEro Ternepsb eCcTb TEIIas, U KOpoBa foiHast. XXu-
BET cebe za papyercs! A ecu CIIOPHI Y KOTO KaKUe CIYIAIOTCS, TO K cyAbe LlleMsake My>KUKU

UATY oracatorcs. [IYcTh B3ITOK OH U He 6epéT, a BCé paBHO CIOBHO JUIKY 06/epéT.



